Process for responding to domestic abuse

\ the IDVA or Health Safeguarding Team.

ENQUIRE IF:
DISCLOSURE ENQUIRE IF N\
L * Non-specific symptoms * Chronic pain
The patient discloses experiencing P el 2
domestic abuse. ¢ Depression * Genital injuries/STls

* Frequent attendances ¢ Self harm
* Delay in injury presentation ¢ Fatigue
These are just some examples of health markers of domestic
abuse. If you have specific concerns about a patient speak to

IMMEDIATE ACTION
Contact local police on 999 AND initiate child
protection/adult safeguarding procedures.

l TALK TO PATIENT ABOUT THE RISKS TO CHILDREN

Does the patient have children?

Is the patient (and any children) in
immediate danger?

If the children are at risk initiate child protection procedures

i or contact Health Safeguarding Team for advice.
( RESPOND \

Offer the patient an appointment with the IDVA (Independent domestic violence advocate) who will

assess risk and advise and refer appropriately. If the patient refuses an appointment the GP will assess
risk, advise and refer as needed.

The IDVA service is: @ for advice contact the Blackburn with Darwen CCG
Iiervice name: WISH Centre Domestic Abuse Lead:

Contact name: Ann-Louise Doughty or duty IDVA Name: Yvonne Jackson or Duty Safeguarding Team
Qelephone: 01254 260465 / 07902 520 874 Telephone: 01254 584513 /
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( RECORD ‘\

Consent to share information (or not) and ensure information is shared appropriately.

Explain the need to document domestic abuse and any injuries for purposes of evidence.

Use practice code (if you have one) In patient notes to indicate a disclosure of DV—indicate risk
level if known

Ensure patient is seen alone at future appointments.

. If patient assessed as high risk liaise with IDVA service based at WISH Centre/BwD CCG Domestic
Abuse Lead or Duty Safeguarding Team
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